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I. 



Editorial Comment 



The 

Spirit of 
Cooperation 



A wonderfully fine 
spirit of cooperation 
has been shown dur- 
ing the past few 
weeks by members of the teach- 
ing fraternity throughout the coun- 
try, toward the National Confer- 
ence, and particularly the Journal. 
About the middle of October a letter 
was addressed to same 200 superin- 
tendents of schools in the larger towns 
and cities, asking for a list of names 
and addresses of all members of their 
music departments. By November 1st 
more than 70 per cent had replied, 
sending the lists, and still others are 
coming with each mail. We venture 
the opinion that this is an unprecedent- 
ed response. The supervisors and 
teachers are also responding well, for 
each mail brings in the "Help" page 
from the October Journal. The returns 
in the mails for one day were 103, 
and that is about the average. The 
Editor of the Journal takes this occas- 
ion to thank all who have performed 
this small service which means so 
much to the efficiency of this office, 
and also to further urge others to re- 
spond in the same manner. 



The Journal 

Mailing 

List 



Nothing is more im- 
portant to the pub- 
lisher of a paper, 
magazine, or bul- 
letin, which is distributed to a 
large number of people over 
a large area than the mailing list. 
Changes in addresses each year are 
enormous, probably over twenty-five 
per cent among teachers. A mailing 
list which is not up-to-date is ineffect- 
ive in proportion to the number of in- 
correct addressss which it contains. 
The new Journal mailing list has been 
built up from nothing to more than 
10,000 on November 1st, and by the 
time this issue of the Journal reaches 
its readers, the list will have increased 
to fully 12,000. The names and ad- 
dresses on this list were obtained 
through the cooperation of the State 
Chairmen of the Conference, the sec- 
retary the Eastern Conference, State 
Departments of Education, Superin- 
tendents of Schools, publishing com- 
panies, and through a great many in- 
dividual responses. We feel satisfied 
that the list as it stands today is fully 
90% accurate, and with the correc- 
tions which are coming in daily, it will 
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be made more and more accurate. A 
complete Addressograph equipment 
has been purchased and we are pre- 
pared to give real service. This has all 
cost a considerable amount, and your 
contributions to the Journal fund will 
be gladly received. 



Sunday 

School 

Music 



Educational 
Council Report 



All who were present 
at the Nashville Con- 
ference and heard the 



Bui. No. 2 

report of the Edu- 
cational Council on Credits for 
Applied Music in the High School, 
will recall that it was a most 
complete report, and one which should 
be helpful to everyone who is conduct- 
ing high school music. The report 
not only went into detail concerning 
the value of the establishment of these 
credits in the high school, but gave a 
most complete plan for the adminis- 
tration of the work. Many schools 
throughout the country are now giv- 
ing such credits, but there is a general 
feeling that in many places the plan is 
not well organized, and in other places 
more harm than good is being done 
for the cause. One case has been re- 
ported where the credits were given 
simply upon the word of the private 
teachers, "that Jennie Brown has been 
taking lessons this past year." There 
were no requirements demanded, eith- 
er from teacher or pupil, no examina- 
tions were given, no grading of pupils, 
no theoretical study required, in fact, 
no nothing. Such practice as this can 
not help but work harm to the cause of 
public school music. The report of the 
Educational Council has been printed 
in a bulletin and may be secured 
through the Journal office for ten 
cents, or $.800 per hundred. Ask for 
Bulletin No. 2. Bulletin No. 1, which 
contains a report of the Council at the 
St. Joseph Conference relative to the 
Standard Course of Study, and The 
Training of the Supervisor, may also 
be secured by sending ten cents. 



The Editor of the 
Journal has recently 
been requested to 
give a course of 
talks and demonstrations be- 
fore a group of University stu- 
dents and other church workers, on 
Music in the Church School. As long 
as the writer can remember objections 
have been made concerning the kind 
of music which is used in the average 
Sunday School. These objections par- 
alelled similar ones which were made 
concerning music in the day school, by 
well meaning, but poorly advised mu- 
sicians. The day schools are begin- 
ning to live down the bad reputation 
which was gained through the music, 
but the poor, neglected Sunday School 
still suffers. The criticisms are not 
without cause, for in the majority of 
church schools the music is almost as 
bad as that which is heard today in the 
moving picture houses. Both words 
and music are cheap and contain 
nothing which will give an inspiration 
to the seeker. If the churches would 
use their own church hymnals, which 
contain the great standard hymns of 
a Christian people, the children and 
young people would soon learn to sing 
and love them. What greater service 
can a supervisor of music perform for 
his community than to start a reform 
in the type of music to be used in the 
church schools. Think it over. 



Gidding's' 
Boys Glee 
Clubs 



Many good things 
have come out of 
Minneapolis ! Michi- 
gan thinks that Min- 
nesota did them a great fa- 
vor when they gave up Pres- 
ident Marion L. Burton to them. The 
University of Minnesota foot-ball 
team has made some history for its 
capitol city. Other things have hap- 
pened in Minneapolis which are known 
throughout the country, but we ven- 
ture to say that Minneapolis is best 
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known to people interested in public 
school music through the reputed act- 
ivities of T. P. Giddings. Mr. Gid- 
dings says, himself, "that we are 
greatly over-rated, as usual, but these 
Boys Glee Clubs certainly do make us 
all feel good." Mr. Giddings always 
was a modest soul, and we doubt not 
that in this case all of the good things 
which have been said about his boys 
are true. At any rate he has again 
opened up a new avenue of thought 
and it is the privilege of everyone to 
try it out, and if it works as well as 
Minneapolis says it does, "tell the 
world about it." Mr. Giddings has 
given, in an article on another page 
of this issue, a very interesting ac- 
count of this work together with some 
suggestions for those who are interest- 
ed enough to try it out. 



Tho 

Proper 

Emphasis 



Is it possible that we 
are failing to place 
the emphasis in the 
proper place in our 
music education. This question 
is asked because of the general 
trend of questions which come to 
one from day to day. We are asked, 
"what are you doing in your schools 
this year ?" The reply is, "Oh, we are 
still trying to teach the children to 
sing, and read music, and thus better 
fit them for a greater enjoyment of 
good things." But this is not satisfac- 
tory, and again comes a question; — 
"yes, but what operetta is your high 
school giving," or, "have you a band 
in your high school," or, possibly, 
"how many are there in your piano 
and violin classes?" We will admit 
that all of the above activities are val- 
uable, and in fact, to be desired in all 
school systems, but, are all school sys- 
tems ready for them? Are we not, 
however, placing the emphasis in the 
wrong place when we have these 
things uppermost in our minds when 
planning our school work for the 



year? Twenty years ago the great 
aim in public school music was to 
teach the children how to read music, 
knowing that with this power, the 
whole realm of musical literature 
would become an open book to them. 
Later years we have been "trying-out" 
different things, properly so, perhaps, 
but have we not gone so far to the oth- 
er extreme that we are failing to give 
our children anything to which they 
may tie their inherent talents? It is 
all wry pretty to exploit children in 
cantatas and operettas ; to spend the 
time given to the music lesson in re- 
creative listening, and music apprecia- 
tion; to organize, develop and train 
bands and orchestras, instead of at- 
tempting to interest the boys in sing- 
ing. The writer is not out of sym- 
pathy with any of these activities, in 
fact, most of them exist in his own 
schools, but, we feel that too much 
emphasis placed on those things which 
will come naturally and easily if the 
foundational work of teaching chil- 
dren to sing, and to sing at sight is 
taken care of. A teacher was asked 
if his chidren could read at sight? 
His reply was, "Yes, ah, — but not at 
first sight." How many of us are in 
the same plight? 



The Rig-ht 
Note Struck 



In the last issue of 
the National Federa- 
tion of Music Clubs 
Bulletin, we read, 
"In the field of school music there is 
one outstanding imperative need — that 
of better recognition of music as an 
integral part of education. I wonder 
if our club women know that music 
as a subject of an address has not been 
found on the general program of our 
National Education Association in 
many, many years — in fact, not more 
than once or twice during the entire 
life of more than fifty years of yearly 
monster conventions." This is not a 
new thought to many school music 
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people who have, for years, been striv- 
ing to have this condition changed. 
The Michigan Schoolmasters Club, an 
organization made up of some 1200 or 
1400 of the leading and most progres- 
sive educators in the State, and which 
has been in existence for many years, 
only a year ago invited a prominent 
public school music man to appear 
upon their general program. Other 
State groups have been accorded a 
similar privilege, but the N. E. A. 
seems deaf to all appeals, and imper- 
vious to all onslaughts of the enemy. 
Is it not possible, however, that with 
the constantly growing importance of 
music as an educational subject, and 
the consequent recognition of so many 
progressive educators, that a change 
of heart might be brought about 
among the leaders of the N. E. A. ? 



Our 
Adyertisers 



Again we are calling 
attention to the ad- 
vertisements in this 
issue of the Jour- 
nal. Our advertisers compose such a 
representative group that it is a pleas- 
ure to do business with them, both 
from the standpoint of this office, and 
from that of material and supplies 
with which to pursue our work in the 
classroom. We earnestly urge the 
readers of the Journal to patronize our 
advertisers, and from time to time, 
refer to their ad in the Journal. To 
the advertisers we would suggest, as 
we have before, that when they pub- 
lish a new work which will be of value 
to teachers of public school music, 
that they send a copy to the Journal 
office for a review in the Book and 
Music Review Department. 



CONTRIBUTORS TO THE 
JOURNAL FUND 

Contributions to the Journal fund, 
previously acknowledged for last 
year, and included in the Editor's 
financial report, amounted to $209.04. 
The following contributions are the 
beginning of what we hope may be 
a much larger total for the present 
year. 
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Elva Hill, Manilla, Iowa 
Florence J. Young, Manson, Iowa 
Amalia Schaer, Superior, Nebr. 
Ethel M. Conner, Painesville, O. 

35C 
Arthur Walters, Salinas, Cal. 

40c 
Theo. J. Pelzl, Tawas City, Mich. 

50c 
Blanche Ragsdale, Worland, Wyo. 
Mae Barclay, St. Paul, Minn. 
Alice Maulsby, Monticello, Minn. 
Theo. Bothwell, Upland, Ind. 
Lucy A. Baker, Whitewater, Wise. 
Margaret Perkins, Upper Darby, Pa. 
Frances H. Bates, Livingston, Mont. 
Elizabeth Pratt, St. Louis, Mo. 



$1.00 
Lucy R. Weber, Milford, Del. 
Jennie S. Murphy, Petrolia, Pa. 
Edith Sherrill, Newton, N. C. 
Duncan MacKenzie, Toronto, Can. 
Olive S. Doig, Chicago 111. 
Lorle Krull, Indiaanpolis, Ind. 
Emma G. Elliott, Great Barrington, Mass. 
Josephine E. Wormley, Washington, D. C. 
Mary B. Price, Morgantown, W. Va. 
Mrs. A. L. Kinney, Green Forest, Ark. 
Edith M. Keller, Oxford, Ohio 
Juva N. Higbee, Adrian, Mich. 
Bessie E. Kubach, Wilmington, Ohio 
Harold B. Maryott, Chicago 
Harold D. Odell, Johnston, Pa. 
Hazel G. Kinscella, Lincoln, Nebr. 
Mary A. Hartz, Massillon, O. 
Priscilla Dackerman, Akron, O. 
Anna L. Stark, Beckley, W. Va. 
Florence L. Hauer, Lebanon, Pa. 

$2.00 
C. M. Dennis, San Jose, Calif. 
Kate Kelsey, Smithland, Iowa 
Margaret I. Martz, Hudson, Mich. 
H. W. Steininger, Clay Center, Kans. 
Mary G. Evans, Latrobe, Pa. 
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E. B. Birge, Springfield, 111. 
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Lucile A. D. Hennigar, Glendive, Mont. 



